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Officials investigate contaminatio'n in Sanford 
By Renee Worthing 
Register Reporter 

Federal and state officials were called to investigate soil 
contamination at 46 High St., the building that formerly 
housed Alexson's Cleaners and the surrounding area. 

The Sanford Town Council met July 18 to discuss several 
issues, including the soil and air contamination. 

A solvent, percholoroethylene, also known as tetrachloro- 
ethylene, PCE or perc, commonly used by dry cleaners, has 
seeped into the soil of the property located on the comer of 
Brook St. and High St. 

Sanford Town Manager Mark Green was advised of the 
contamination following a routine inspection conducted 

New arrival: 
Register debuts in 
Sanford area homes 

The Sanford area has a new weekly newspaper starting 
today - the Sanford-Springvale Register. 

Every Friday, a total of 12,130 copies of the Register will 
be mailed to all of the residences of Sanford, Springvale, 
Shapleigh and Acton. With newsstand copies, the total press 
run ofthe Register is 14,000. 

This is the sixth paper being published by Mainely 
Newspapers, Inc., owned by Carolyn and David Flood of Saco. 
The Floods started the company with the Biddeford-Saco- 
OOB Courier in 1989 and have since added the Scarborough 
Leader, the South Portland-Cape Elizabeth Sentry, the 
Kennebunk Post, and the Gorham-Westbrook Gazette. In 
addition, the company publishes a summer paper for the 
Old Orchard Beach area, the Summer Beacon. 

"This is a natural extension of our papers in Biddeford- 
Saco and in the Kennebunks," said David Flood. "We had a 
number of customers who wanted a good way to reach the 
Sanford market and we decided to provide it for them." 

The trick, Flood said, isn't in starting the paper - it's in 
providing a good newspaper week after week after week. 

"We're expanding our business for the same reason any 
other company expands," he said. 'We think we can have a 
nore profitable company by doing so. 

"But," he added, "this will only work if we publish a paper 
that is read and enjoyed by the people receiving it. That's 
what we have to do. We recognize there is competition. We 

(Please turn to page 7) 

Sanford schools 
plan to decrease 
teen dropout rate 
By Renee Worthing 
Register Reporter: 

Sanford schools are embarking on a vigorous study to 
improve the graduation rate of its students and reduce the 
impact of dropouts on local businesses. 

The f i s t  step in this study has been the hiring of Franklin 
Schargel as a consultant to work with the Sanford School 
Denartment. - -r- - --  

Recipient of the 2005 National Dropout Prevention Cen- 
ter's Crystal Star Award of Excellence, Schargel's message 
was two-fold. Speaking at a luncheon attended by school, 
town and state officials at the Knights of Columbus on 
Tuesday, he predicted low-skill jobs would be replaced by 

outlining his views of a future where technology replaced 
humans, he used Radio Frequency Identification Tags 
(RFID) as an example. 

"RFID's are specially coded pieces of plastic which will be . 
embedded in consumer products. The RFIDs will transmit 
information over a radio frequency and, unlike bar codes, 
do not need to be scanned," he said. "Instead, antennas far 
away from the product can receive the information." 

Schargel said this type of technology is already in use at 
. 

a ~ a l - M a r t  test site. 
When he asked he audience to guess when this new tech- 
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when a local church expressed interest in purchasing the 
property for use as a youth center. 

Green said the contamination has apparently spread "in 
both directionsn on the street as well as across the street 
to the building where Paras Pizza and an upstairs apart- 
ment are located. 

The Maine Department of Environmental Protection 
(MDEP) was called in to further test the air and soil for 
the presence of the solvent. When MDEP testing revealed 
high levels of the chemical in the soil on the property and 
in an upstairs apartment, they contacted the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Additional soil 
tests of the property confirmed the DEP's initial findings. 

Tenants of the apartment located above Paras Pizza have 
been notified of the hazard and "arrangements have been 
made to clean up the area," Green said. 

The EPA has installed a large PVC pipe on the southwest 
exterior of the Paras Pizza building from the basement to 
the outdoors. 

"The pipe is collecting vapors from the basement and 
venting to the outside," said Michael J. Nalipinksi, on-scene 
coordinator for the EPA. "This should reduce the levels 
dramatically." 

Nalipinksi said, "My main concern is that people are 
breathing clean air." 

(Please turn to page 14) 

Life on the ranch 
WHO ARE YOU? - Al- 
paca Annabelle Gold, 
above, takes a closer 
look at things. 

FURRY FRIENDS - 
Donna Ferrera, right, 
shares a treat with 
two of the 18 alpacas 
that live on her fam- 
ily's Oakhill Alpaca 
Ranch in Shapleigh. 
Alpacas, a relative to 
the llama, are good- 
natured creatures 
known for their fiber. 

For full story, see Page 
6. (Colken Marshall 
photos) 




